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DECLARATION OF INTENTION

=" Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof
ST S ———— N
State of Pennsylvania, In the Court of Quarter Sessions of Philadelohia County,
Pennsylvania,

County of Philadelphia,

3 Wpased somilony aged L7 years,

= *

a
occupation /M , do declare on oath that my personal

description is: Color white, complexio%;&mmm, helght_@mfe% inches,
weight ./_2().... pounds, color of hair. f@m,, color of eyes.. (A% d
other visible distinctive marks :

NS,
I was born in @%J&ﬁ&d%/y‘w( e
on the H..:.‘.;é{_-.—.. .. day of ... % A% esmsesessenneey @NNO. Domini :‘5’_’,(;2; I now reside
at £ 2S L. i U ';tyadel hia, Pa.

" (Give bumber and streat.)

A y"l’ /f
— 1 emigrated to the United States of America; romyt a8, G 2

- Y

on the vessel.. L T o e == : my last
¥ wrrl than by vesssl, 1he g tum;ulndr y—mmamum
joretgn residence as,{/mﬁakm. I BIPA
‘I{Z %%nyﬁge intentlon to renounce forever all allegianznd fidelity to foreign

prince, poferitate, state, or sovegeignty, and particularly to Z I J .;@.}M
Mﬂa%ﬁ%_f » % of _M{.om 1 am now a/Subject;
- W77 7;
s

- .z-
I arrived at the port of ) ; in the
State of A . on or about the _/44’ ... day

7
of ... AL, aqfio Domini ‘}/&bﬁ—v I'am not an anarchist; | am not a
pol,yéémlst nor a believer in the practice of polygamy; and it is my intention in good faith

to become a citizen of the United States of America and to permanently reside therein:

SO HELP ME Gob. ~ )
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(Origtzal elgnatare of 4

Subscribed and sworn to before me in the office of the Clerk of

sald Courtat Philadelphia, Fa., this —..SZ.

day of ... ’;JJ o« ) [ ,anno Domini :9:?"

,,f Thomas W. Cunrinetag,.
. Clerkof the Court of Quarter Sessions.
B /.ir A Pl AT Assistant Clerk,
,P/:, = / ."L‘ S S A el | 'l bl
/
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David Laftey, 1897-1957. This is the pathway that David Laftey’s Mike is reading his Grandmother’s
David Laftey took leaving USA Declaration. bible (Ellen Laftey nee Mahoney)
his parents and Windfield where she has written his father
Road for his journey to David’s name and birth date. This
America. was a huge tradition during this

period.

David Laffey born
1897, left Windfield
Road Menlough in
1915 alongside his
neighbours, brothers
Martin and James

Warde and Pat
Hansberry.

Mike, David’s son tells
of a remarkable story
of his father through
his rise and falls of

an emigrant in early
20th century New
York, during what were
very difhcult times
there with “The Great

Depression'.

They boarded $S§
Cymyric trom Liverpool
to New York with the
journey taking them
eleven days. On arrival
they took lodgings in
New York with an Aunt
of the Warde men.

Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe
Galway County Council
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THE DIARY

Mary Ellen |
Higgins

Moylough )
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Mary Ellen Higgins, Lakeview,
Moylough, County Galway.

A wonderful hand

written diary of a
detailed account by
Mary Ellen Higgins,

: Mary Ellen was born
in 1907 and at just

: 20 years old, she took
: this journey across the
. Atlantic Ocean on the

R.M.S. Scythia, like so

Lakeview, Moylough,
County Galway, and
her emigration journey
in April 1927 to the
United States. Her
diary recounts her
travels from Moylough
to Athenry, to Cobh,
County Cork before her :

arrival in New York.

Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe
Galway County Council

: many others during this

Excerpts from Mary Ellen Higgin’s diary detailing her trip across the Atlantic.

: In her diary Mary

Ellen gives an account

: of buying her tickets,
those she met on her

: journey, the cost of food
: on board, how sickness

: fell on them with

high seas crossing the

: Atlantic and of course

: the entertainment on

board.




